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S ault S te. M arie, O ntario – L ocal coach earns six-year contract.

T he S ault S te. M arie Aquatic Club has signed head coach Dan S tratton to a new  six-year
contract effective im m ediately.

“O ur club executive w anted to ensure our sw im m ers continue to benefit from  the stability
that com es w ith consistent professional coaching,” says S ault S te. M arie Aquatic Club
P resident, Don Boucher.  “S ince the fall of 2008, Dan has devoted him self to the advancem ent
of our junior and com petitive sw im m ers and in just tw o years Dan has inspired, educated and
coached our sw im m ers to their best perform ances.”

S tratton, a sw im  coach since 1993, has been involved at all levels of am ateur sw im m ing: club,
university, provincial, national and international.  “Dan’s education and coaching experience
w as exactly w hat the S ault S te. M arie Aquatic Club (S S M AC) needed to re-establish itself as a
leading regional and strong provincial club”, says Boucher.  “O ur com petitive sw im m ers have
big aspirations and Dan is the right coach to take our team  to a w hole new  level.”

“T his six-year contract is an exciting com m itm ent to professional sw im  program s across
northern O ntario,” says S tratton, w ho is continuing his coaching education thanks to a grant
from  the O ntario M inistry of Health.  W hile coaching S S M AC Dan is training to becom e a
learning facilitator.  As such, he w ill play a leading role in the training of new  qualified and
certified sw im  coaches in this com m unity and in northern O ntario.

In the opinion of Don Boucher and the volunteer executive of the S ault S te. M arie Aquatic
Club, the city’s John R hodes com m unity pool is the best teaching facility in northern O ntario
and they w anted their coaching staff to be the best too.  “From  our beginner ‘R oos’ (age 7)
w ho are just starting to enjoy the w ater to our m ost dedicated athletes w ith provincial and
national goals, and including future coaches, this six-year contract ensures great leadership for
years to com e.”

T he S ault S te. M arie Aquatic Club (S S M AC) is for sw im m ers from  age seven to seventeen.
S w im m ers at all com petitive levels enjoy the benefits of professional coaching.  T he club,
founded in 1978, is m anaged by dedicated volunteers and sanctioned by S w im  O ntario.  For an
interview  or m ore inform ation about S ault S te. M arie Aquatic Club program s call 705-941-
9880.
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